
 

§ Building learning into existing routines and transitions is an effective way to engage children 
through repetition and predictability (Jenning, Hanline, & Woods, 2012). By incorporating 
Classification and Data Analysis into everyday routines and transitions, the learner is 
offered multiple opportunities to practice these skills throughout authentic and diverse 
environments. 

 
 

Centers 
 

§ Set up multiple opportunities for children to engage with 
classification and data analysis during classroom centers. 
Provide a range of sensory modalities and integrate the 
children’s interests to promote sustained engagement. Model 
play and exploration as needed. 

§ Create a sorting center for kids to explore. This is open to 
your interpretation, you can sort into jars, bowls, etc., sorting 
materials by color, size, shape, etc. One center theme might 
be sorting different animals into their “habitats” at the zoo.  

§ Loose parts play is a prime way to explore sorting. Some loose 
parts ideas include magnets, buttons, shells, pom poms, etc. 
Offer these parts in a range of colors and sizes and observe if 
children intrinsically sort these parts to interact with them.  

Snack and Shared 
Meal Times 

§ Encourage children to engage with measurement and 
classification during mealtimes. Include a balance of teacher-
led questions and peer-led open discussion. 

§ Have the children sort the food on their plate into different 
categories. This can work for types of food (bread, 
vegetables, fruits) or for different colors/shapes of a 
particular food (separating fruits in fruit salad). 

§ As the children are sitting and eating, name different foods 
one by one. Ask children to raise a quiet hand if they like the 
food and leave their hand in their lap if they do not like that 
food. Count how many hands are up with each food and write 
this down if you would like for later review as a group. 
Mention a variety of foods and don’t be afraid to name silly 
choices! 

Outdoor Time 
 

§ Highlight classification and data analysis in nature during outdoor 
experiences. This can be through structured activities or through 
open exploration. Be sure to follow the child’s lead but also scaffold 
their learning as needed. 

§ Go on a nature walk with children, either near the school or on the 
playground. Give each child a basket and have them collect nature 
materials. Then, as a group, sort those materials into different 
categories, such as by color, texture, size, etc. You can also place 
these items on top of one another to create a graph. 

§ Play iSpy on the playground, such as “I spy something yellow” and 
have the children find as many yellow things as they can. You can 



 
make this as simple or as challenging as the children’s development 
needs. For example, to challenge your students, ask them to find 
objects with two or more qualifiers (something yellow and bigger 
than your hand). 

Story Time § Incorporate the discussion of classification into read alouds. Pause 
frequently to discuss with the students and hold space at the end to 
summarize as a group. Although you can classify and sort with many 
kinds of books, some books that explicitly discuss the concept include: 
§ The Animals Would Not Sleep! by Sara Levine 
§ Grandma’s Button Box by Linda Williams Aber 

§ After you finish the story, ask children how they sort things at their 
house (i.e., toys, clothes, etc.), having them draw meaningful 
connections to their own lives. 

 
  



 
 

Embedding Classification and Data Analysis into 
Transitions 

§ Incorporate songs that focus on classification and sorting into class movement 
breaks. You can sort anything, just make sure children are moving their 
bodies. 

§ Play Guess My Rule as children are lining up for recess or lunch. Using shape 
blocks, show one child a shape and have them guess the rule associated with 
that shape. Then have them place it in the bin designated for that rule before 
lining up. Repeat with each child.  

§ Make sure your toys and materials in the classroom are sorted explicitly in 
labeled containers. At the end of free play or another activity, challenge the 
children to sort the toys and materials as quickly and accurately as they can! 
Time them with a big visual count-down or count-up timer. 

§ When transitioning back to the classroom from recess, draw “Classification 
Circles” in chalk for the children to stand in. For example, all students with 
white socks stand in this circle and all students with colorful socks stand in 
this circle. Change the classification daily but be sure to always keep the topic 
equitable so that it doesn’t highlight disparities. 

 


