
 

 

§ Building learning into existing routines and transitions is an effective way to engage children 
through repetition and predictability (Jenning, Hanline, & Woods, 2012). By incorporating 
angle into everyday routines and transitions, the learner is offered multiple opportunities to 
practice these skills throughout authentic and diverse environments. 

 
 

Free Play 
 

§ Gather a group of children and go on a bear hunt. Make the 
experience silly, fun, and creative. You can go around the rocks, 
through the river, under the tree branch, anything you can think 
up.  

§ Create a maze out of blocks, boxes, or other classroom materials. 
This maze can be a large one for the children themselves to crawl 
through or a small one for them to drive toy cars along. Include a 
range of sharp and “gentle” turns. 

§ Include wooden train tracks and other wooden block pieces in 
your available centers/free play materials. Encourage children to 
create ramps and bridges for the train to encounter on its route.  

Snack and 
Shared Meal 
Times 

§ Encourage children to engage with angles during mealtimes. 
Include a balance of teacher-led questions and peer-led 
discussion. 

§ Intersperse measurement language throughout children’s 
mealtime experiences. Comment on where their food is on their 
plates (“Your peas are on the left and your bread is on the right”) 
and encourage them to create angles with finger foods (“Can you 
make your peas into a circle?”). 

Outdoor Time 
 

§ Outdoor play is a prime time to explore angles and turns. This can be 
through structured activities or through open exploration. Prime children 
on the safety expectations beforehand and always follow their lead. 

§ As children are playing with bikes, scooters, or Cozy Coupes, comment on 
the angles and turns they take to achieve their destination. (“You made a 
sharp turn and pulled onto the grass!”) 

§ If children are developmentally ready for more of a challenge, set 
up obstacles that children must maneuver around. Include a 
mixture of sharp and “gentle” turns.  

§ Set up an art table outside and have children draw maps of their 
playground (this can also be completed before going outside if needed). 
Encourage the children to walk around the playground, following their 
maps and describing the different turns they have to make along the way. 



 

 

Story Time § Incorporate the discussion of angle into class read alouds. Pause frequently 
to discuss with the students and hold space at the end to summarize as a 
group. Some books that explicitly discuss movement/turn/direction 
include: 
§ Mama Zooms by Jane Cowen-Fletcher 
§ The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper 
§ The Berenstain Bears and the Big Road Race by Stan & Jan Berenstain 

§ Encourage children to make personal connections between the concepts in 
the book and their own lives. Talk about how it feels to ride around in a 
car, walk around in a corn maze, etc. 

 
 
  



 

 

 
 

Embedding Angle into Transitions 
§ Incorporate songs about angles into classroom movement breaks. 

§ Lines and Angles by Blazer Fresh  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ndu7zkbQVoc 

§ Here We Go by Jack Hartmann 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XfLjhLiR-mA 

§ Ask children to count the number of angles they recognize on their way from 
the lunchroom to the classroom (or from the playground to the classroom, 
etc.).  

§ Set up a maze of different angles with painter’s tape in the classroom. Have 
the children follow this as they get ready to line up for recess. Ask the 
children if they have suggestions for different types of angles to include in the 
future. Keep this fun and engaging. 

 


