
 

 

§ Building learning into existing routines and transitions is an effective way to engage children 
through repetition and predictability (Jenning, Hanline, & Woods, 2012). By incorporating 
multiplication and division into everyday routines and transitions, the learner is offered 
multiple opportunities to practice these skills throughout authentic and diverse 
environments. 

 
 

Centers 
 

§ Provide multiple opportunities for children to engage with 
fractions during their classroom centers. Integrate the 
children’s interests whenever possible to promote 
sustained engagement. Scaffold their learning as needed 
but be sure to give them plenty of time to practice 
independently. 

§ Set up a dramatic play center with everything needed for a 
tea party. Offer pretend food that can be split onto equal 
plates among students/dolls. 

§ For children in a later stage of multiplication development, 
practice making arrays with Legos, blocks, or other 
manipulatives. 

Snack and Shared 
Meal Times 

§ Encourage children to engage with multiplication/division 
during mealtimes. Include a balance of teacher-led questions 
and peer-led discussion. 

§ Have children help with mealtime set-up, giving one plate, 
napkin, cup, etc. to each of their peers. Have other children 
check to make sure it is “fair.” 

§ Pass out a snack with multiple pieces to each student (i.e., 
crackers or fruit slices), varying the amount you give children. 
Ask them to count and see if it is “fair,” explaining why or why 
not. Make sure to correct with an equal amount and have 
them re-count. 

Outdoor Time 
 

§ Highlight multiplication and division during outdoor experiences, 
emphasizing how math exists in the natural world. This can be 
through structured activities or simply through free play. Always be 
sure to follow the child’s lead. 

§ Have the children find leaves, flowers, etc. and skip count 
their different parts to see how many elements there are in 
total.  

§ Set up outdoor play scenarios that involve sharing and 
equality, such as dump trucks having an equal number of 
rocks to build a tower in the sandbox. 

§ Narrate the child’s play to teach key vocabulary, such as some, 



 

 

all, equal, same, etc. 

Story Time § Incorporate fractions into class read-alouds. Any book can be used, 
even if it does not explicitly describe fractions. Pause frequently to 
discuss and hold space at the end to summarize the reading as a 
group. Some books might include: 
§ Too Many Kangaroo Things to Do by Stuart J. Murphy (multiply) 
§ The Doorbell Rang by Pat Hutchins (divide) 

§ Help children make connections to their daily lives. 

 
  



 

 

 
 

Embedding Multiplication/Division into Transitions 
 

§ Incorporate songs that focus on multiplication/division or sharing into 
transitions. 

§ When transitioning out of the classroom, ask children to stand in three equal 
groups (or any number that is divisible by the class size). Increase the 
challenge of this activity as it is developmentally appropriate. 

§ Transitions are a good time for children to move their bodies. Play Skip 
Counting Hopscotch to transition in from recess. Write numbers in the boxes 
that skip count according to the children’s current multiplication level. Have 
them count out loud as they hop.  

 


