
 

 Building learning into existing routines and transitions is an effective way to engage children 

through repetition and predictability (Jenning, Hanline, & Woods, 2012). By incorporating 

Composing 2D Shapes into everyday routines and transitions, the learner is offered multiple 

opportunities to practice these skills throughout authentic and diverse environments. 

 
 

Centers/Free Play 

 

 Set up multiple opportunities for children to engage with 

Composing 2D Shapes during free play or classroom 

centers. Provide a range of sensory modalities and 

integrate the children’s interests to promote sustained 

engagement.  

 STEAM connection: have children make collages by gluing paper 

shapes to a page. After, have the child tell you what shapes are 

in their picture if they are able.  

 Allow a lot of free play with shape tiles or patterns blocks in a 

variety of centers. Model using them to make pictures.   

Snack and Shared 

Mealtimes 

 Encourage children to engage with the trajectory during 

mealtimes. Include a balance of teacher-led questions and 

peer-led discussion. 

 Talk about shapes in food and narrate your actions:  

 “The pizza is a circle and now I am cutting it into 

triangles! Eight triangles make a circle.” 

 Use placemats with spots for the plate, fork, spoon, and cup. 

Have children set their plate by putting the correct item in 

its place. 

Outdoor Time 

 

 Highlight Composing 2D Shapes outside of the classroom during 

outdoor experiences, highlighting how math exists in the natural world. 

This can be through structured activities or simply through free play. 

Always be sure to follow the child’s lead.  

 Have children make pictures with natural materials and have them 

label the objects’ shapes. For example, “this rock looks like a circle. 

I can make a tringle with these sticks. With the rock on top, it looks 

like an ice cream cone!” 

Story Time  Incorporate Composing 2D Shapes into class read-alouds.  
 Use the following books and others to foster shapes about Composing 

Shapes 

 My Shapes Book by Maria Yiangou  

 Sweet Shapes by Juana Medina Rosas  

 Perfect Square by Michael Hall   

 Ask questions like if the children see shapes from the books in real-life 

objects around the room.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 
 Implement a Composing 2D Shapes activity when transitioning out of the 

classroom. While children are waiting to leave, fill time by having them tell you 

what shapes a larger shape could be broken into. Use visual if able.  

 When transitioning between activities in the classroom, use a Composing 2D 

Shapes support such as using a shape puzzle as visual timer. Use magnetic 

shape tiles on the board to make a picture. Every five minutes, take one tile 

down. When the tiles are all gone, the children will know that time is up.  

 Have children name decompositions they notice as they walk down the hall 

from one room to another. This may sound like, “I saw a rectangular window 

that could be broken into four squares.” 

 


