
 
 Whole Group ☐ Small Group ☐ Center ☐ Computer Center 

 

© 2019 Learning and Teaching with Learning Trajectories 

Who’s Up First? 
 Trajectory: Comparing 

Number 

Level: First-Second Ordinal 
Counter  

 Quick Description: Discuss who wishes to be first and second in line (or up to bat, etc.). (Adapted from: 
Building Blocks and Everyday Mathematics) 
 
 

Activity 

• During transitions, such as walking to lunch, ask children who wants 
to be the first and second child in line. Visually demonstrate to 
children that the child at the head of the line is first by naming the 
order of the children. 

• This can be applied to any situation in which children are doing 
something in order, such as: "Whom did you give the snack to first?" 
"The blue table may go to the reading rug first." "Daysha will go 
second to get her backpack." 
 

 Materials 

None 
 
 

   Notes 

Extension: Gradually extend this 
to higher ordinal numbers. Use 
of ordinal numbers above second 
is representative of the Ordinal 
Counter trajectory level. 
 

 


